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about me - a brief rhyme

this morning I will introduce myself briefly
focusing on my home country briefly

I was born in the beautiful city of perth

still my favourite place to visit on earth

the weather, the people, are friendly and warm
you can live there in freedom, no need to conform

my parents originally hail from greece

they left in a hurry when civil war broke the peace

in australia they found hope, each other and love

and raised their family with devotion and help from above
with three older brothers to watch over me

my youth was an adventure, wild and free

growing up in australia was a blessing to treasure

an absolute joy by any known measure

the wide open spaces, the landscape, the sea

the people, the experiences, left impressions on me

my passion for learning and especially sport

gave me insight and knowledge that could never be taught
| was also inspired by the golden age of greece

her wisdom and beauty infect my spirit without cease

now as a teacher [ have journeyed afar

the universe my home, a wandering star

yet getting back with family is still a wonderful plan
whether at christmas or the summer break - whenever I can
the art of life is putting everything in its place

living in this moment with amazing grace

v. christianopoulos (our NET teacher)
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Ms Gidwani

Written by Cedric Wong

When we met Ms. Dianna Gidwani® s, her warmth and cheerfulness was
instantly apparent. With a bright big smile, sparkling eves and a hearty hello,
her natural shine filled the room right away.

Ms. Gidwani said, “The first thing | want in my class is a happy atmo-
sphere. Even if there® s a quiz or dictation, my class is like having a party!
We play and we learn. We are happy! It’ s my character. And this is me! Also,
in a relaxed and interactive environment, students feel confident and encour-
aged!”

“My students are my friends. They have the right and the freedom to speak,
in equal footings. Don’ t think I m superior because I' m a teacher. We are
equal! I really enjoy ‘Date with Teachers’ . At first, there were 2 students,
and then 4, 6, 8+ and by the end, we had 16 students together in a small room
and nobody wanted to leave! Really close and cozy! No secrets between us, we
talked about whatever that was in our hearts; my life as a student and as a
mother, and how my daughter rebels against me, which was the same thing |
did when | was voung! Although we were fighting for oxvgen, we cherish
those moments. And we had ice cream afterwards!”

“l.ast year, after the graduation day in my previous school, my students
hugged me like a teddy bear and refused to go, and said, "How could I ever
survive, without having lessons with you?' Then, every day in the summer
holiday, some students, even the cool boys, came with their red eves, cryving.
I still don” t know why they missed me so much. I hope it’ s not because of

my chocolate!™
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"KTMC students are very polite. But I think sometimes they are
their potential to the vtmost. They are too crazy about marks, a
worrving about public exams! They don” t really have a lot of op
to show that they are capable in other ways. One music cont
enough.”

“I worked at banks before I teach. That was so different from what [ ex-
pected. I was very bored and felt lost. Then, by chance, I worked as a volun-
tary teacher in my old school, once ran by Marvknoll. My teachers told me,

‘vour teaching and activities are great. Why don” t vou become a teacher?’
so I started my right path with their encouragement. Now, I think teaching
really makes me happy. That' s really what I wanted! I am a Catholic. No
matter how difficult life seems to be, something will happen to you, seem-
ingly by chance, and then difficulties will be overcome. Someone must be
behind all these. So I feel thankful every day.”

Talking to Ms. Gidwani, the hours seemed to fly by. And now, it is me who is
refusing to go. Ms. Gidwani is upbeat and uplifting, thoughtful, but spontane-
ous. She left me wondering—where is the best place to learn—1is it somewhere
studenis need an incentive to stay, or somewhere they just refuse to go?
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